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Superintendent’s Report: 
School Opening Fall 2021 Update



SCHOOL OPENING FALL 2021 UPDATE

Department of Elementary & Secondary Education (DESE)

• On May 27, 2021, DESE release a document that provided updates to their 
COVID-19 guidance. Central to their position at the time was two things:

All districts and school are required to provide in-person, full-time, five 
days a week instruction in the fall. There is no longer an option for 
schools or districts to offer students hybrid or remote instruction.

All previously lifted health and safety requirements would be lifted. 



SCHOOL OPENING FALL 2021 UPDATE

DESE Cont’d

• Since that time there have been a number of developments that have led to 
confusion and the need to contend with contradictory information for schools 
and districts:

DESE released an updated at the end of July which strongly recommends that all students in 
K-6 and all unvaccinated staff and students in grades 7 and above wear masks when indoors.

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and the Center for Disease Control (CDC) 
released updated guidance which calls for all individuals age 2 and up to wear masks indoors 
regardless of vaccination status. 

• Unlike the spring and fall of the 2020-21 school year in which the various 
agencies were more or less all on the same page, this is not currently the case 
leading to the current situation. 



SCHOOL OPENING FALL 2021 UPDATE

Where Are We Now? 

• The following information provides an overview of our current planning based 
upon the information we have before us. 

• Given the fluidity of the situation right now, and the lack of coherent health and 
safety updates within the state, these plans could change but it represents our 
current thinking and planning as we prepare to balance welcoming back 100% of 
our students and staff while taking steps that we believe important to prioritize 
their health, safety and well-being. 

• Representatives of our leadership team, school nurses and WTA are meeting on 
Wednesday, August 18 to review our protocols and procedures from last school 
year to evaluate any changes that we believe should be made. 

• Once there are final decisions around these areas, I will communicate with the 
community. 



SCHOOL OPENING FALL 2021 UPDATE

Fall Opening – Teaching & Learning 

• All districts and school are required to provide in-person, full-time, five days a 
week instruction in the fall. 

• All staff are back full time and scheduling returns to pre-pandemic time. 

• We will strive to offer all of our regular programs, services and extra-curricular 
offerings in-person. 

• It is possible that we explore offering some events, activities, meetings remotely 
for convenience. 



SCHOOL OPENING FALL 2021 UPDATE

General Prevention Strategies

The CDC is quite clear on a number of strategies to help protect students, teachers and staff as it relates to COVID-19. 
WPS will continue to pay close attention to all of these areas as efforts to assist.

• Vaccinations - important to promote this for those eligible.

• Consistent & Correct Masks Use – consistent and correct mask use is especially important indoors and in crowded 
settings when physical distancing cannot be maintained.

• Physical Distancing – schools are advised to implement physical distancing to the extent possible.

• Screening Testing – assists in identifying people, including those with or without symptoms so that measures can be 
taken to prevent transmission.

• Ventilation – maximizing ventilation within rooms will help reduce the virus particles.

• Handwashing & Respiratory Etiquette – all are encouraged to practice regular handwashing and good respiratory 
etiquette (covering coughs and sneezes)

• Staying Home When Sick & Getting Tested – students and staff who have symptoms of infectious illness should stay 
home and consult with their healthcare provider.

• Contact Tracing – continue to consult with state and local health departments.

• Cleaning & Disinfecting – regular cleaning and disinfecting remains an important strategy.



SCHOOL OPENING FALL 2021 UPDATE

GENERAL HEALTH & SAFETY 

Physical Distancing 

• Center for Disease Control recommends a minimum of 3 feet distance between 
students where possible who are vaccinated combined with indoor mask wearing 
and where not possible to layer/add other prevention strategies.  

• We are hoping to return to more normal classroom configurations (groups, 
common work and gathering areas for younger students) since we believe this is 
better to support teaching and learning.  

• We will seek to maximize distance between students in our classrooms but, at he 
present time, don’t plan to adhere to an absolute minimum distance. 



SCHOOL OPENING FALL 2021 UPDATE

GENERAL HEALTH & SAFETY Cont’d

Contact Tracing 

• It is clear that there is still a requirement for schools, district and communities to engage in 
contact tracing when positive cases occur. 

• It is understood that DESE and Department of Public Health (DPH) will be releasing an update 
regarding protocols in responding to this area. 

COVID-19 Testing 

• DESE is strongly encouraging districts and schools to establish a robust plan for COVID-19 
testing in schools, including both diagnostic testing and screening (pooled) testing for 
students and staff. 

• DESE and the Executive Office of Health and Human Services (EOHHS) will continue to offer 
these services at no cost to districts. These no cost services will include optional support for 
districts who would like additional staff to conduct testing on-site and/or help with testing 
logistics and communication.

• We are currently exploring possible options in this area. 



SCHOOL OPENING FALL 2021 UPDATE

GENERAL HEALTH & SAFETY  Cont’d

Lunch 

• Last year, with far less than 100% of our student populations in schools, we 
struggled in many ways with structuring lunch in which students were 6 feet 
apart when eating. 

• This year with 100% of our students back in session, schedules would have to be 
entirely reworked to add more lunch periods and/or we have to take offline 
gymnasiums and other large areas to house students at 6 feet. 

• We will strive to come as close to three (3) feet distance as possible to maximize 
the physical distance between students. 



SCHOOL OPENING FALL 2021 UPDATE

GENERAL HEALTH & SAFETY  Cont’d

Transportation 

• Our regular transportation options will resume.

• An email will go out to the community no later than Tuesday, August 24, with a link 
to view the bus routes on the District website for all students who have registered 
for transportation. 

• By federal public health order, all students and staff are required to wear masks on 
schools buses at this time. 



SCHOOL OPENING FALL 2021 UPDATE

GENERAL HEALTH & SAFETY  Cont’d

Athletics

• At this time there has been no indication from the MA State Government with 
regard to a mask mandate for sports.

• The Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association (MIAA) Sports Medicine 
Committee (SMC) and Board of Directors (BOD) have scheduled meetings this 
week.

• The Middlesex Athletic Directors will also be meeting this week. 

• MIAA has adopted the position right now that, until additional guidance from the 
state is provided, decisions on mask wearing is at the local level.

• The two fall sports that we have that take place indoors include volleyball and 
cheerleading. 



SCHOOL OPENING FALL 2021 UPDATE

Questions? 



Old Business: 
Wilmington Public Schools Mask/Face 

Covering Policy
oEBCFA Review



WILMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
MASK/FACE COVERING POLICY

Why Are Masks Still Even Being Considered?

• According to the CDC, the importance of masking/face coverings continues in many communities to 
prevent exposure due to the following:

COVID-19 cases have increased nationally since mid-June, 2021 driven by the highly contagious Delta 
variant .

The highly transmissible nature of the variant, along with the reality of comingling vaccinated and 
unvaccinated individuals in schools have all become factors to strongly consider universal masking 
continue.

The most recent data from Wilmington Board of Health includes the following vaccination rates: 

oAges 12-15 – 46% and 

oAges 16-19 – 67%. 



WPS MASK/FACE COVERING POLICY

Current Guidance around Masks/Face Coverings: 

• The American Academy of Pediatrics guidance issued on July 19 includes a recommendation that 
everyone older than age 2 wear masks, regardless of vaccination status. 

• The CDC issued updated guidance on July 27 and recommends universal screening for all teachers, staff, 
students and visitors to schools regardless of vaccination status. 

• DESE in conjunction with the DPH released updated guidance on July 30 which strongly recommends 
that all students in kindergarten through grade 6 wear masks when indoors, except students who cannot 
do so due to medical conditions or behavioral needs. 

• DESE and DPH also strongly recommend that unvaccinated staff in all grades, unvaccinated students in 
grades 7 and above, and unvaccinated visitors wear masks indoors.



WPS MASK/FACE COVERING POLICY

Mask/Face Covering Policy: 

• In September of 2020, the Wilmington School Committee approved the creation of a policy to 
address face coverings in school (Policy EBCFA). 

• This policy, generated by the Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC) provided 
clear direction to our school community requiring masks/face coverings be worn by all students 
and staff when indoors. 

• There has been no further action taken on revising or altering this policy and thus it remains in 
effect. 

• On August 10, MASC issued an update to Policy EBCFA to reflect the guidance and 
recommendations made by the various health agencies listed earlier.  

• MASC is recommending that School Committees and Superintendents consult with their local 
health officials to determine best local practices. 



WPS MASK/FACE COVERING POLICY

Mask/Face Covering Recommendations: 

• On August 4, 2021, I met with the Town of Wilmington’s Emergency Management Team, 
which  included our school physician and our Coordinator of Health Services.

• Dr. Curdo, (WPS School Physician), Ms. Doreen Crowe (WPS Coordinator of Health 
Services), Ms. Shelly Newhouse (Wilmington Director of Public Health) of the Wilmington 
Board of Health have universally recommended that we should require masks/face 
coverings for all students and staff regardless of vaccination status. 
The rationale for this centers around the current concerns of the Delta variant and recognition 

that it will be easier to remove this requirement as the conditions change. 

• Given the position of our local health officials, I am recommending that the Committee 
adopt the revised MASC Policy EBCFA.


